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boundaries	on	what	should	be	done	by	Sta-
tes	 on	 global	 health	 will	 continue	 to	 drive	
the	 debate.	 Overmatching	 it	 would	 imply	
examining	 what	 kind	 of	 globalization	 we	
are	considering	and	whether	or	not	it	will	be	









one.	 At	 some	 point	 of	 the	 debate,	 it	 seems	
that	 global	 health	 stakeholders	 and	 advoca-
tes	 are	 quite	 confident	 that	 policy	 diffusion	













be	 seen	 as	 an	 economic	 and	political	 threat;	
they	 will	 continue	 attracting	 people	 from	
poorest	 countries	 who	 are	 seeking	 a	 better	
quality	 of	 life.	 Developed	 countries	 with	
strong	migration	policy	could	 take	advanta-
ge	 of	 new	 social	 and	 cultural	 backgrounds,	
which	 could	 move	 ideological	 boundaries	




rican	 countries	 have	 strived	 to	 gather	poli-
tical	will	as	a	key	driver	for	moving	toward	
UHC.	Moreover,	 some	 are	 actually	 trying	
to	overcome	path	dependency	by	designing	
new	financial	and	governance	arrangements,	
allowing	 them	 to	 move	 away	 from	 an	 in-
dividualistic	 conception	 of	 social	 welfare	
schemes	to	a	social	one.	Consequently,	they	
have	been	able	to	advance	in	discussion	con-
cerning	 the	 politics	 and	 policies	 of	 health	
systems.	 Chile	 was	mentioned	 in	 the	 2010	
World	Health	 Report	 as	 one	 of	 the	 coun-
tries	moving	 toward	UHC,	 but	 their	 poli-





it	 to	 conceive	UHC	beyond	 a	 strategy	 for	
health	care	financing.
What	 can	 be	 done	 about	 it?	 The	 most	
important	premise:	Reaching	UHC	as	a	glo-
bal	 health	 goal	 demands	 countries	 to	 exa-







While	 democracy	 is	 seen	 as	 a	 path	 to	
protect	 the	 economic	model	 benefiting	 glo-
bal	 elites	 but	 not	 the	 pathway	 to	 distribute	
power	among	societies,	UHC	seems	neither	
achievable	 nor	 comprehensive	 for	 the	 most	




sensus.	On	 the	 contrary,	 achieving	UHC	as	
a	global	health	tenet	will	require	strong	cul-
tural	 and	 social	 background	 support	 from	






power	 among	 –and	within–	 societies	 as	 the	
path	 to	 reduce	 global	 health	 shortfalls,	 but	
also	global	social	and	human	rights.	
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